The Adventures
of [REDACTED]

Government censors
take on a classic.

The Freedom of Informa-
tion AcCt empowers citizens
to  demand government
documents. Curious people
have found

terrible "
government é
abuses and i
wonderful E
government SIJHSI_“N[
SUCCESSEs,
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fer secrecy.

‘They whittle away at the pub-
lic's right to know, exempting
certain types of information
fromm FOTA.

They try to have it both
ways. Voters like openness, so
politicians keep the documents
public. They just render them
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When an agency releases
a document, it can redact it.

That's the practice of blacking
out portions, and it's some-
thing government officials
abuse to great effect.

Rather than demonstrate
the power of redaction with a
boring government document,
we pulled an American classic
friom the shelf, one that most
people read in school and are
familiar with.

Below is the second para-
graph of Mark Twain's “The
Adventures of [Tuckleberry
Finn.” If government censors
got hold of it, it wouldn't make
much sense,

Visit blogs.roanoke.com,/
roundtable to read the original
passage and see what you're
missing.

‘Then think about what else
you're missing. What embar-
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do elected officials hide with a
black pen?

Mow the way that the book winds up is this Il and
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ing in the house all the time, considering
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